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AS WE GATHER 
 

On the surface, the parable of the laborers in the vineyard seems wrong. Shouldn’t the worker receive 

the wages he or she deserves for his or her time and labor? It offends our sense of fair play that one who 

worked less should receive the same as one who worked more. If you only focus on the perspective of 

the laborer, that might seem true, but if you focus on the generosity of the vineyard owner, you get a 

very different perspective. God’s mercy is not the reward for our labor but a pure gift of grace given to 

those who deserve none of His kindness. When you begin to look at this parable from that perspective, 

God’s abundant generosity becomes clear. The Lord does what none of us would do—forgives all our 

sins, no matter how great, and bestows upon us the mercy and salvation we did nothing to earn and 

could never deserve. How can anyone begrudge Him such generosity? 

 

 
Rev. Eric J. Edwards  T  Rev. Liwei Sui  T  Dr. Priscilla Gabriel, Director of Parish Music 
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T T T GATHERING T T T 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC – When Morning Gilds the Skies (arr. David W. Music) 

 
HYMN OF INVOCATION – LSB 807 – When Morning Gilds the Skies 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.     

C  Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

(silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination) 
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P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 

mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord 

Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

   C  Amen.  
 

T T T WORD T T T 
 

INTROIT – Psalm 116:12-16; antiphon: Psalm 116:17 

Leader I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanks- | giving* 

and call on the name | of the LORD. 

  C What shall I render | to the LORD* 

for all his bene- | fits to me? 

Leader I will lift up the cup of sal- | vation* 

and call on the name | of the LORD. 

  C Precious in the sight | of the LORD* 

is the death | of his saints. 

Leader O LORD, I am your | servant;* 

I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have | loosed my bonds.   

  C  Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* is now and will be forever. | Amen. 

I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanks- | giving* 

and call on the name | of the LORD. 

 

 

KYRIE – Kyrie, God Father – LSB 942 – the congregation sings all 

 

 

Kyrie eleison = 

Lord, have 

mercy.  
 

This setting of the 

Kyrie follows the 

ancient practice of 

expanding a 

liturgical text.  
 

Here the stanzas 

express a 

trinitarian 

interpretation of 

the threefold 

Kyrie. 
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Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001557. Tune: Public domain 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS – All Glory Be to God on High – LSB 947
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SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you.      

C And also with you.  
 

P …one God, now and forever.      

C Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT – Isaiah 55:6–9 
 

6“Seek the Lord while he may be found; 

    call upon him while he is near; 
7let the wicked forsake his way, 

    and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 

let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him, 

    and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

    neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. 
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

    so are my ways higher than your ways 

    and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

A   This is the Word of the Lord.    

C   Thanks be to God. 
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GRADUAL – Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 

    A Fear the LORD, you his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing!  

     C Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 

 

EPISTLE – Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30 
 

 12I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the 

gospel, 13so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my 

imprisonment is for Christ. 14And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my 

imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. . . . 

 19for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out 

for my deliverance, 20as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that 

with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 21For to 

me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet 

which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be 

with Christ, for that is far better. 24But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 
25Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the 

faith, 26so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you 

again. 

 27Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see 

you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side 

by side for the faith of the gospel, 28and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear 

sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. 29For it has been granted to 

you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30engaged 

in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 

A   This is the Word of the Lord.    

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY – LSB 853 – How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord 
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Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001557 

Tune: Public domain 
  

HOLY GOSPEL – Matthew 20:1-16 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
    

 1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the 

morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent 

them into his vineyard. 3And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the 

marketplace, 4and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 
5So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6And about the 

eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle 

all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard 

too.’ 8And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay 

them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9And when those hired about the eleventh 

hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10Now when those hired first came, they thought they 

would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 11And on receiving it they grumbled at 

the master of the house, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to 

us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, 

‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14Take what belongs to 

you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose 

with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first 

last.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

8:00 am – NICENE CREED 

C  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
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  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before 

all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of 

one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 

buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
   

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 

the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 

Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of 

the world to come. Amen. 

 

10:30 am & 5:00 pm – APOSTLES’ CREED 

C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
   

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He  

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 

sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the    

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

10:30 am – CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 

SERMON – In the Vineyard – Matthew 20:1-16 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 A   Lord, in Your mercy,                 

C   hear our prayer. 
  

        A   …one God, now and forever.    

      C   Amen. 

 

OFFERING – How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord (arr. Matthew Corl) 

 

 

10:30 am & 5:00 pm – Continue with the Lord’s Prayer (page 9)  

             and conclude with the Benediction and Hymn to Depart (page 14). 
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For Guests and 

Visitors Desiring the 

Sacrament 

As a congregation of 

the Lutheran Church 

Missouri Synod, we 

confess, in accord with 

the Scriptures, that in 

this sacred meal 

Jesus Himself is truly 

present to forgive our 

sin and strengthen 

our faith.  
 

• Participation in this 

meal indicates that you 

believe, have been 

baptized, and have 

been taught according 

to our Lord’s 

command and are in 

doctrinal agreement 

with this confession.  
 

• If you are visiting 

from outside the 

Lutheran Church 

or are new to the 

faith, we welcome 

you to come to the 

altar with arms 

crossed to receive a 

blessing.  

• If you desire to 

receive instruction 

for the Lord’s 

Supper, please 

speak with one of 

our pastors. 

 

T T T SACRAMENT T T T 
beginning at LSB 216 

 

 

PREFACE  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  
 

 P Lift up your hearts 

C We lift them to the Lord.  
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  
 

    P  It is truly good, right, and salutary…one God, now and forever. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER     

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be Thy name,  

    Thy kingdom come,  

   Thy will be done on earth  

   as it is in heaven;  

    give us this day our daily bread; 

    and forgive us our trespasses  

      as we forgive those  

      who trespass against us; 

    and lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom  

   and the power and the glory  

   forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

   P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command,  

and with His own words, we receive His testament: 

  

WORDS OF OUR LORD 

  

SANCTUS – LSB 208 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke 

  
PAX DOMINI – The Peace of the Lord – John 20:19  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.      

C  Amen. 

 
AGNUS DEI – LSB 198 – Lamb of God – John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

Distribution Notes: 
 

If you need  

gluten-free wafers, 

please let one of the 

pastors know. 
  

Non-alcoholic grape 

juice, containing a 

trace amount of 

wine, is available in 

the center of the tray.  
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DISTRIBUTION  

Anthem - Take My Life, That I May Be (arr. Scott Perkins) 
 

LSB 738 – Lord of All Hopefulness 

 

 

 

 
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001557. Tune: Public domain 

LSB 827 – Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling 

 

 

Take my life, that I 

may be 

consecrated, Lord, 

to thee. 

Take my moments 

and my days; let 

them flow in 

ceaseless praise. 
 

Take my hands, and 

let them move at the 

impulse of thy love. 

Take my feet, and 

let them be swift 

and beautiful for 

thee. 
 

Take my voice, and 

let me sing always, 

only, for my King. 

Take my lips, and 

let them be filled 

with messages from 

thee. 
 

Take my love, my 

Lord, I pour at thy 

feet its treasure 

store. 

Take myself, and I 

will be ever, only, 

all for thee. Amen. 
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Text (sts. 2–4): © 2001 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001557 

Text (st. 1) and tune: Public domain 

 

LSB 623 – Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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POST-COMMUNION HYMN – LSB 617 – O Lord, We Praise Thee 
Sung as distribution is coming to a close. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001557 

Tune: Public domain 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P  Let us pray... one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS 

P     Let us bless the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION – Numbers 6:24-26 

P     The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 

unto you. The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C     Amen. 

 

HYMN TO DEPART – LSB 854 – Forth in Thy Name, O Lord, I Go 

 

 

 
Text: Public domain 

Tune: © 1981, 1982 Barry L. Bobb. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001557 

 

SILENT PRAYER / ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

POST-SERVICE MUSIC – Forth in Thy Name, O Lord, I Go (arr. James Marriott) 
 

T T T 
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Please stay (or 

return) after the 

10:30 service 

TODAY.  

 

This is a 1-item 

agenda, but we need 

a minimum of 40 

voting members to 

conduct this 

business. 

 
 

 

Faith Family Photos  
Noon-3pm TODAY 
If you missed last weekend’s sessions, there is still time today. Sign up 

at FaithBtown.org or just stop by the gym between noon and 3pm today. 

 

MONDAY, September 21 

5:45pm Children’s Ministry Team 

6:30pm PPC 

 
TUESDAY, September 22 

9:30am Chinese Bible study (Grand Hall)  

2:00pm Quilting (kitchen) 

5:15pm First Steps in Music 

8:25pm Men’s Softball (Twin Lakes, Field 4) 

 
WEDNESDAY, September 23  

10:00am Midweek Bible study (Grand Hall) 

7:00pm Senior Choir  
 

 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B094BA9A92AABFD0-65451505-faith
faithbtown.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B094BA9A92AABFD0-65451505-faith
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SATURDAY, September 26 LWML Fall Gathering 

Join with women from area LCMS churches for this bi-annual Gathering, 

including devotion, simple service project and a mission-oriented speaker. The 

in-gathering for this event is monetary donations to support the Lutheran 

Association of Missionaries & Pilots (LAMP).  

• Donations may be given to Megan DeMoss or placed in her mailbox.  

• Let Megan know if you would like to carpool to Columbus. 

 

 

 

NEXT SUNDAY, September 27 Loyalty Sunday  

Take home a Stewardship Packet TODAY. 

           Complete Time & Talents here →→ 

 

 

 

SUNDAY, October 4 

9:00am 20th Anniversary of Trinity, Ellettsville (A time of Fellowship will follow the service.) 

 

ULu Golf 

Scramble   

12:30 Lunch 

1:30pm Start 

  

Sign up on the 

podium in the 

narthex or contact 

David Skirvin 

(812-320-7326 or 

dskirvin@iu.edu) 
 

 

SUNDAY, October 11 

Oktoberfest-themed CHURCH PICNIC 

 

 

T T T 

 

 

Do you receive our weekly announcements?   
Subscribe to FaithBtown News for weekly announcements and updates.  

http://faithbtown.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/2026-LWML-Fall-Gathering.jpg
http://www.lampministry.org/
http://www.lampministry.org/

