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AS WE GATHER 
 

“Born again” has become a catch phrase in our age. It is not merely that Jesus says one must be born 

again but born from above. This new birth happens not from human will or desire but solely from the love 

and act of God working by the Spirit. Baptismal water is the womb through which we are born again and 

born from above to the life that death cannot overcome and is eternal.  
 

As we make our way through Lent, we are constantly reminded of the truth of Luther’s explanation: we 

cannot by our own reason or strength believe in Christ, our Lord, or come to Him. The Spirit calls us to 

the font, gathers the baptized around His Word and Table, delivers us from the darkness of unbelief, and 

makes holy those who belong to the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

 
Rev. Eric J. Edwards  T  Rev. Liwei Sui  T  Dr. Priscilla Gabriel, Director of Parish Music 

2200 S. High Street, Bloomington, IN T 812-332-1668 T office@faithbtown.org 
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T T T GATHERING T T T 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC – The God of Abraham Praise (arr. Meyer Lyon) 

 

HYMN OF INVOCATION – LSB 798 – The God of Abraham Praise (vv. 1-3, 8-9) 

  

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
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P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
   

(silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination) 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 

mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

   P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord 

Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T T T WORD T T T 
  

INTROIT – Psalm 105:4–7; antiphon: v. 8 
Leader:  He remembers his covenant for- | ever,* 

the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations. 

   C Seek the LORD | and his strength;* 

 seek his presence con- | tinually! 

Leader:  Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,* 

his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered, 

   C O offspring of Abraham, his | servant,* 

 children of Jacob, his | chosen ones! 

Leader:  He is the | LORD our God;* 

his judgments are in | all the earth. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

He remembers his covenant for- | ever,* 

the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations. 
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KYRIE – Lord, Have Mercy 

 

 

 
SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY   

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray… one God, now and forever. 

C     Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON – Genesis 12:1-9 
  

 1The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the 

land that I will show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your 

name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I 

will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

 4So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years 

old when he departed from Haran. 5And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all 

their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out 

to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 6Abram passed through the land to 

the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7Then the Lord 

appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the 

Lord, who had appeared to him. 8From there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and 

pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the Lord and 

called upon the name of the Lord. 9And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord.  

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL – Sung by congregation. – Hebrews 12:2 

 
 

O come, let us fix our eyes on | Jesus,* 

the founder and perfecter | of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despis- | ing the shame,* 

and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God. 
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EPISTLE – Romans 4:1-8, 13-17 
   

  1What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 2For if 

Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what 

does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” 4Now 

to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5And to the one who does 

not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 6just as 

David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 
7“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 

 and whose sins are covered; 
8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” . . . 

  13For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come 

through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14For if it is the adherents of the law who are 

to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath, but where there is no 

law there is no transgression. 

  16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to 

all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of 

Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many 

nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into 

existence the things that do not exist. 
   

    

A This is the Word of the Lord.  

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE – Joel 2:13b  

 

 

  
HOLY GOSPEL – John 3:1-17 

  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.  

 
 



 6 

 1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man came to 

Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do 

these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 

one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born 

when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I 

said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you 

do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher 

of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we 

know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you 

earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has 

ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And as Moses lifted up 

the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may 

have eternal life. 

 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 

perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through him.” 
   

 

P   This is the Gospel of the Lord.   

 
 

8:00 am – NICENE CREED 

C  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
   

  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 

worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and 

was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 

buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
   

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 

the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 

Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of 

the world to come. Amen. 
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10:30 am & 5:00 pm – APOSTLES’ CREED 

C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
   

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He  

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 

sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the    

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

10:30 am – CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY – LSB 708 – Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON – All God’s Promises Fulfilled in Christ – Genesis 12:1-9 

 

OFFERING – Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart (arr. J. G. Walther) 

 

OFFERTORY – Psalm 51:10-12 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH     

 A   Let us pray to the Lord:     

      C   Lord, have mercy. 
  

        A   …one God forever.    

      C   Amen. 

 

10:30 am & 5:00 pm – Continue with the Lord’s Prayer (page 10)  

          and conclude with the Benediction and Closing Hymn (page 14). 
 

T T T SACRAMENT T T T 
8:00 am – LSB 194 

 
PREFACE 

 P The Lord be with you. 

 C And with thy spirit. 

 P Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

 P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 C It is meet and right so to do. 

 P  It is truly meet, right, and salutary...evermore praising you and singing: 

    

   SANCTUS – LSB 195 – Holy, Holy, Holy – Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

For Guests and 

Visitors Desiring the 

Sacrament 

As a congregation of 

the Lutheran Church 

Missouri Synod, we 

confess, in accord 

with the Scriptures, 

that in this sacred 

meal Jesus Himself 

is truly present to 

forgive our sin and 

strengthen our 

faith.  
 

• Participation in this 

meal indicates 

that you believe, 

have been 

baptized, and have 

been taught 

according to our 

Lord’s command 

and are in 

doctrinal 

agreement with this 

confession.  
 

• If you are 

visiting from 

outside the 

Lutheran 

Church or are 

new to the faith, 

we welcome you 

to come to the 

altar with arms 

crossed to receive 

a blessing.  

• If you desire to 

receive 

instruction for 

the Lord’s 

Supper, please 

speak with one of 

our pastors. 
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LORD'S PRAYER     

    C    Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 

PAX DOMINI – The Peace of the Lord – John 20:19 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.        

C     Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI – LSB 198 – Lamb of God - John 1:29 
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DISTRIBUTION 
 

Anthem – Lord Jesus, Think on Me (arr. Georgiann H. Toole) 

 

LSB 722 – Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001557 

Tune: Public domain 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Distribution Notes: 
 

If you need  

gluten-free wafers, 

please let one of the 

pastors know. 
  

Non-alcoholic grape 

juice, containing a 

trace amount of 

wine, is available in 

the center of the tray.  

Lord Jesus, 

think on me, 

and purge away my 

sin. 

From earth-born 

passions set me free, 

and make me pure 

within. 

 

Lord Jesus, 

think on me, 

amid the battle's 

strife. 

In all my pain and 

misery 

be thou my health 

and life. 

 

Lord Jesus, 

think on me, 

nor let me go astray. 

Through darkness 

and perplexity 

point thou the 

heavenly way. 

 

Lord Jesus, 

think on me, 

that, when this life is 

past, 

I may eternal 

brightness see, 

and share thy joy at 

last. 
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LSB 642 – O Living Bread from Heaven 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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LSB 632 – O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION SONG – LSB 767 – Jesus, Remember Me 
Sung as the distribution comes to a close and repeated as needed. 
 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1981 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, Taizé Community, France, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001557 

 
 

THANKSGIVING 

P O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 
  

P Let us pray… one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
          The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

          The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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HYMN TO DEPART – LSB 422 – On My Heart Imprint Your Image 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SILENT PRAYER / ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

POST-SERVICE MUSIC – The God of Abraham Praise (arr. Steven Wente) 

 

 

 

 

T T T 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by 

Richard A’Hern in loving memory of his late wife, 

Janet Lee A'Hern (Feb. 25,1947 - May 29, 2016) who 

passed away from Parkinsons.   
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TODAY: March 1  

11:30am Spirit Camp planning meeting 
 

MONDAY, March 2 

5:30pm School Board 

6:00pm Health & Human Care Ministry Team (Zoom) 

6:30pm Stewardship Ministry Team 
 

TUESDAY, March 3 

9:30am Chinese Bible Study (Grand Hall) 

1:00pm Fellowship Ministry Team  

5:15pm First Steps in Music  
 

WEDNESDAY, March 4 Midweek Lenten Worship  

12:00pm Worship T 12:30pm Meal 

5:45pm Meal T 7:00pm Worship 

7:45pm Senior Choir (sanctuary) 

 

FRIDAY, March 6 

6:30pm Ladies’ Night Out (Grand Hall) 

 

SATURDAY, April 11 LWML Spring Gathering (St. John’s, White Creek)  

 

SATURDAY, April 18 Generosity Feeds 
 

WEDNESDAY, April 25 Spirit Camp Registration OPENS for congregation & preschool families  

 

SUNDAY, April 27 (10:30am) Rite of Confirmation 
 

 

 

T T T 

 

 
 

Do you receive our weekly announcements?  
Subscribe to FaithBtown News for weekly announcements and updates.  

 
 

 

Liturgy and Hymns reprinted from Lutheran Service Builder and used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001557. 

 

Scripture – from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good 

News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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