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AS WE GATHER 
 

The Righteousness of Christ 
 

Jesus warns that “unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never 

enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:20), but He also calls His imperfect people “the salt of the earth” 

and “the light of the world” (Matt. 5:13, 14). That’s because the Lord Jesus came not to abolish the Law or 

the prophets, “but to fulfill them” (Matt. 5:17) in perfect faith and love. Since He does and teaches all of 

God’s commandments, He is “called great in the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:19). God manifests His 

“demonstration of the Spirit and of power” in “Jesus Christ and him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2–4), and through 

the preaching of the Gospel He gives His “secret and hidden wisdom” (1 Cor. 2:7). Christ gives this 

perfect righteousness to His people, and it leads them to true fasting, which is “to loose the bonds of 

wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free” (Is. 58:6) and “to share your 

bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house” (Is. 58:7). 
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T T T GATHERING T T T 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC – Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings (arr. Kevin Hildebrand) 
 

HYMN OF INVOCATION – LSB 873 – Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.     C   Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION     

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 
   

(silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination) 
   

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have  

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the 

sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  

Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you  

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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T T T WORD T T T 
 

INTROIT – Psalm 119:9–16; antiphon: v. 12 
 

Leader: Blessèd are you, | O LORD;* 

 teach me your | statutes! 

   C  How can a young man keep his | way pure?* 

 By guarding it according | to your word. 

Leader: With my whole heart I | seek you;* 

 let me not wander from your com- | mandments! 

   C  I have stored up your word | in my heart,* 

 that I might not sin a- | gainst you. 

Leader: Blessèd are you, | O LORD;* 

 teach me your | statutes! 

   C  With my lips | I declare* 

 all the just decrees | of your mouth. 

Leader: In the way of your testimonies | I delight* 

 as much as in all | riches. 

   C  I will meditate on your | precepts* 

 and fix my eyes | on your ways. 

Leader: I will delight in your | statutes;*aith 

 I will not for- | get your word. 

   C  Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* is now and will be forever. | Amen. 

Blessèd are you, | O LORD;* 

 teach me your | statutes! 

 

KYRIE – Lord, Have Mercy – Mark 10:47 

 

 

 

 

P 

P 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS – Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
 

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

 

 

P 

P 

P 
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SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you.    C    And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray… one God, now and forever.   C    Amen. 

 
FIRST LESSON – Isaiah 58:3-9a 

 

3“‘Why have we fasted, and you see it not? 

 Why have we humbled ourselves, and you take no knowledge of it?’ 

Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own pleasure, 

 and oppress all your workers. 
4Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 

 and to hit with a wicked fist. 

Fasting like yours this day 

 will not make your voice to be heard on high. 
5Is such the fast that I choose, 

 a day for a person to humble himself? 

Is it to bow down his head like a reed, 
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 and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? 

Will you call this a fast, 

 and a day acceptable to the Lord? 
6“Is not this the fast that I choose: 

 to loose the bonds of wickedness, 

 to undo the straps of the yoke, 

to let the oppressed go free, 

 and to break every yoke? 
7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 

 and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover him, 

 and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? 
8Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, 

 and your healing shall spring up speedily; 

your righteousness shall go before you; 

 the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 

9Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 

 you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’” 
 

A   This is the Word of the Lord.    
C   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GRADUAL – Psalm 117:1-2a;  Psalm 96:8 - The congregation sings all. 

 
  



 7 

SECOND LESSON – 1 Corinthians 2:1-16  
 

 1And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God 

with lofty speech or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him 

crucified. 3And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4and my speech and my 

message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5that 

your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 

 6Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the 

rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 7But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, 

which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if 

they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, 

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 

 nor the heart of man imagined, 

what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the 

depths of God. 11For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So 

also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not the 

spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us 

by God. 13And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, 

interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 

 14The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, 

and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15The spiritual person 

judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. 16“For who has understood the mind of the Lord 

so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 
 

A   This is the Word of the Lord.    

C   Thanks be to God.  
 

ALLELUIA and COMMON VERSE – John 6:68 

 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL – Matthew 5:13-20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
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 13[Jesus said:] “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be 

restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet.  

 14“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Nor do people light a 

lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let 

your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who 

is in heaven. 

 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 

them but to fulfill them. 18For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, 

will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these 

commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 

whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, 

unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven.” 
 

P   This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

  
 

8:00 am – CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 
HYMN OF THE DAY – LSB 578 – Thy Strong Word 
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5   Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 

    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    May the light which Thou dost send 

Fill our songs with alleluias, 

    Alleluias without end! 

D   6   God the Father, light-creator, 

    To Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 

    Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 

    Glory, glory be to Thee. 

Mortals, angels, now and ever 

    Praise the holy Trinity! 
 

 

 

SERMON – Light in the Darkness – Matthew 5:13-20 
 

8:00 am – APOSTLES’ CREED 

C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
   

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He  

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 

sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Text: © 1969 Concordia 

Publishing House. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110001557 

Tune: Public domain 
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10:30 am and 5:00 pm – NICENE CREED 

C  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
   

  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before 

all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of 

one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 

buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
   

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 

the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 

Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of 

the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 A   …Lord, in Your mercy,     C   hear our prayer. 
  

        A   …one God, now and forever.     C   Amen. 
 

OFFERING – Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service (arr. Timothy Shaw) 
 

OFFERTORY – LSB 159 – Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 
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For Guests and 

Visitors Desiring the 

Sacrament 

As a congregation of 

the Lutheran Church 

Missouri Synod, we 

confess, in accord 

with the Scriptures, 

that in this sacred 

meal Jesus Himself 

is truly present to 

forgive our sin and 

strengthen our 

faith.  
 

• Participation in this 

meal indicates 

that you believe, 

have been baptized, 

and have been 

taught according to 

our Lord’s command 

and are in doctrinal 

agreement with this 

confession.  
 

• If you are visiting 

from outside the 

Lutheran Church 

or are new to the 

faith, we welcome 

you to come to the 

altar with arms 

crossed to receive a 

blessing.  

• If you desire to 

receive 

instruction for the 

Lord’s Supper, 

please speak with 

one of our pastors. 

 

 
 
8:00 am – Continues with the Lord’s Prayer (page 11)  

and concludes with the Benediction and Hymn to Depart (pages 15-16). 

 

T T T SACRAMENT T T T 
10:30 am & 5:00 pm – LSB page 160 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you.      

C And also with you.  

P Lift up your hearts.           

C We lift them to the Lord.   

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary …evermore praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS – Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   

P …one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen.   
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LORD’S PRAYER 

    C    Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

    give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

PAX DOMINI – The Peace of the Lord – John 20:19  
  P The peace of the Lord be with you always.     C  Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI – Lamb of God – John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION  

Anthem – O Bread of Life from Heaven (arr. David Ashley White) 

LSB 398 – Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 

Distribution 

Notes: 
 

If you need  

gluten-free 

wafers, please let 

one of the pastors 

know. 
  

Non-alcoholic 

grape juice, 

containing a trace 

amount of wine, is 

available in the 

center of the tray.  

O Bread of Life 

from heaven, 

To saints and 

angels given; 

O Manna from 

above! 

 

The souls that 

hunger, feed thou, 

The hearts that seek 

thee, lead thou, 

With thy sweet, 

tender love. 

 

(Latin hymn, 

17th cent.) 
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      Text and tune: Public domain 

 

LSB 625 – Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

LSB 848 – Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service 
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Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001557 

Tune: Public domain 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE – Nunc Dimittis – Luke 2:29-32 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P     We give thanks to You, almighty God … one God, now and forever.      

C    Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION – Numbers 6:24-26 

P     The Lord bless you and keep you.  

       The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  

         The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

C     Amen. 

Liturgy and Hymns 

reprinted from 

Lutheran Service 

Builder and used by 

permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 

110001557. 

 

Scripture – from The 

Holy Bible, English 

Standard Version®, 

copyright © 2001 by 

Crossway Bibles, a 

publishing ministry of 

Good News Publishers. 

Used by permission. 

All rights reserved. 
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Subscribe to 

FaithBtown News 

for weekly 

announcements and 

updates. 

 

HYMN TO DEPART – LSB 782 – Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001557. 

Tune: Public domain 
 

SILENT PRAYER / ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

POST-SERVICE MUSIC – Thy Strong Word (arr. Kevin Hildebrand)  

T T T 

MONDAY, February 9  |  6:30pm PPC 

TUESDAY, February 10   Circuit Pastors meet (St. Paul’s, Jonesville) 

     2:00pm Quilting (kitchen) 

     5:15pm First Steps in Music (Classroom C) 

WEDNESDAY, February 11 |  
     5:30pm Sanctuary/Narthex Facility Audit Committee 

     7:00pm Senior Choir  
FRIDAY, February 13 | 6:30pm Ladies’ Night Out (home of Adele Gabriel) 

THURSDAY, February 19 | 11:30am JOY Group (Cheddar’s) 

SATURDAY, February 21 | 11:00am Secret Sister Luncheon (Red Lobster) 

SATURDAY, February 28 | 6:00pm Chili Cook-off 


