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 The format for this morning’s Service of Lessons and Carols is based on an annual service 

used at King's College in Cambridge, England that is broadcast around the world on Christmas 

Eve.  The purpose of such a service, as the opening address to the congregation states, is to relate 

the "loving purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious 

Redemption brought us by this Holy Child."  In other words, the lessons read in the service 

present us with a "Reader's Digest" of the main message of Scripture: Jesus Christ. May this 

year’s service serve as a catalyst for all of us to ponder more deeply the story of God’s love for us 

in Jesus Christ. 
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC – Infant Holy, Infant Lowly (trad. Polish carol) 

        Lily England, violin; Sam Poage, clarinet 
      

WELCOME 
  

HYMN OF INVOCATION – LSB 376 – Once in Royal David’s City 

     Verse 1: Soloists; Verses 2-5: Congregation 

    

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

P    In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.      

C    Amen. 
 

  



BIDDING PRAYER 

P Belovèd in Christ, be it this season our care and delight to prepare ourselves to hear again the 

 message of the angels: in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is 

 come to pass, and with the shepherds and the wise men adore the Child lying in his Mother's arms.  
   

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of 

our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy Child; and in company with 

the whole Church let us make this place glad with our carols of praise:  
  

 But first let us pray for the needs of His whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the earth; 

 within our nation, and within the City of Bloomington: 
 

And let us at this time remember in His name the poor and the helpless, the cold, the hungry and the 

oppressed; the sick in body and in mind and them that mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged 

and the little children; and all who know not the loving kindness of the Lord.  
 

Let us also remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a 

greater light, that multitude which none can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh: and 

let us pray that we may be counted among that communion of saints, receiving grace to offer unto 

God reasonable service, living in unity and fellowship with all his people and giving reverence to all 

that he hath made.  
 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which Christ 

himself hath taught us: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

      Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

      give us this day our daily bread; 

      and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

      forever and ever. Amen. 
   

P The Almighty God bless us with his grace: Christ give us the joys of everlasting life: and unto 

 the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all.     

C Amen. 

 

 

 

T T T 
 

  



FIRST LESSON – Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19 
God promises that the offspring of Eve will bruise the head of the Serpent. This is the first promise in 

Scripture of the salvation won by Jesus Christ. 

 
 

HYMN – LSB 351 – Creator of the Stars of Night 

Verse 1: Children; Verses 2-3: Congregation 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

T T T 

 

 

A      -   men. 



SECOND LESSON – Genesis 22:15-18 
God promises to faithful Abraham that all nations will be blessed in his offspring. The offspring of 

Abraham is Jesus Christ, who, like Isaac, is the only Son of the Father and who freely offered himself 

on the altar of the cross to save the world. 

 
 

HYMN – LSB 338 – Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

T T T 
 

  



THIRD LESSON – Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 

Isaiah prophesies that a child will be born who will establish an eternal kingdom of peace. This child is 

Jesus Christ, who, being fully God and fully man, has made peace between God and man through His 

death and resurrection. 

 

 
 

HYMN – LSB 412 – The People That in Darkness Sat (vv. 1-4) 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 
 

T T T 

 
  



FOURTH LESSON – Micah 5:2-4 
Micah prophesies that the Messiah will be born in Bethlehem. 

 
 

HYMN – LSB 361 – O Little Town of Bethlehem (vv. 1 & 4) 

Verse 1: Children; Verse 4: Congregation 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

T T T 

 

  



FIFTH LESSON – Luke 1:26-35, 38 
The angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will give birth to the Savior of the world. All 

of God’s promises are beginning to come true! 
 

 
 

HYMN – LSB 356 – The Angel Gabriel (vv. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

T T T 

 



SIXTH LESSON – Luke 2:1, 3-7 
Against the background of a worldwide census and powerful leaders, the King of the Universe is born 

in a small town and laid in a manger with the poorest of the poor. 
 

 
 

HYMN – LSB 364 – Away in a Manger 

   Verse 1: Children; Verses 2-3: Congregation 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

T T T 
 



SEVENTH LESSON – Luke 2:8-16 
Angels appear to shepherds to announce the birth of Christ. The appearance of the armies of heaven 

appearing on earth is a reminder that in Jesus Christ heaven and earth are brought together. 

 
 

HYMN – No. 368 – Angels We Have Heard on High 

   Verse 1: Children; Verses 2-3: Congregation 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

T T T 

 



EIGHTH LESSON – Matthew 2:1-11 
Magi from the east come from a great distance to find the newborn Jesus. In presenting Jesus with their 

gifts, they not only recognize him as the eternal King of the Jews but also worship him as true God.   

 
 

HYMN – LSB 397 – As with Gladness Men of Old (vv. 1-3) 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

T T T  



Please rise for the reading of the Gospel. 
 

NINTH LESSON – John 1:1-4, 14 
St. John reveals the mystery of the Incarnation: 

 God has taken on human flesh to raise humanity back to God. 

 
HYMN – LSB 384 – Of the Father’s Love Begotten (vv. 1, 2, 5) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

T T T 



 

OFFERING – Silent Night (Franz Grüber) 

    Conrad Gabriel, piano 

 

COLLECT and BLESSING 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Let us pray. O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only 

son, Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive Him for our redeemer, so we may with sure 

confidence behold Him, when He shall come to be our judge; who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen.  

 

P May He who by His Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, grant you the 

fullness of inward peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the T 

Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN TO DEPART – LSB 379 – O Come, All Ye Faithful (vv. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
POST-SERVICE MUSIC – Now Sing We, Now Rejoice (arr. Friedrich Wilhelm Zachow) 

     Nate Poage, trumpet 

  

 

 

 
 

T T T  T T T  T T T 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Today’s flowers are given to the glory of God in celebration 

of Hazel Shettlesworth’s 9th birthday TODAY! 



Serving in Worship 
 

Instrumentalists…………………………….Lily England, Conrad Gabriel, Jonah Grimes, Noah Grimes,  

 Nia Johnson, Nate Poage, Sam Poage, Ben Williams, Nick Williams 

Soloists…………………………………………Rocco Battaglia, Leopold Churchill, Windsor Churchill,  

 Sarabeth Faulkner, Conrad Gabriel, Vivien Woodworth 

Cantor…………………………………………………………………………………Dr. Priscilla Gabriel 

Readers…………………………………….………Members of FLY, Confirmation, and Sunday School 

 

Sunday School Staff 
 

Sunday School Superintendent……………………………………………………………Megan DeMoss 
Parents & Two’s...………………………………………………………… Sarah Pape, Stephanie Yoder 
3 & 4 Year Olds...……………………….Vicky Hillenburg, Erin Miller, Amanda & Ryan Shettlesworth 
5 Year Olds & Kindergarten...…………...…….Autumn Battaglia, Cassie Churchill, Samantha Schaefer 
Grades 1 & 2.…………………………………………………………………. Alyson McGhie, Tim Paul 
Grades 3 & 4……..……………………...…………. Jean Scott,  Lauren Gaskins, Alan & Janet Schaefer 
Grades 5 & 6……………………………...Paul & Emilia Brunner, John & Kim Pitcher, Tom Waggoner 
Youth……………………..………….…………………………………...….Tatiana Huss, Chastin Baker 

 

T T T 
 

Tuesday, December 23 

10am-8pm Salvation Army Bell-ringing Sign up at faithbtown.org – or contact Janet Hitzeman. 

 
Wednesday, December 24  

3:00pm Luminary lighting 

Bundle up and come help place and light our annual luminaries along our 

driveway and around the parking lot. This is a 1-hour (or less) service 

opportunity. 
 

To help this year, meet at the garage at the back of the parking lot at 3pm on Christmas Eve. Please 

bring a long lighter if possible. Contact Dave Ebeling (812-322-6503) if you know you will be there 

(but walk-ins are welcome!) 

  

Mitten Tree 

Our annual in-gathering of warm, winter accessories for the Salvation Army 

continues through Sunday, January 4.     
 

Help decorate the tree in the narthex with mittens, gloves, scarves, hats, etc.  

Items for both children and adults will be gladly received. Thank you! 

 

T T T 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B094BA9A92AABFD0-50444094-2024
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B094BA9A92AABFD0-50444094-2024


 

 

 
 
 

Advent & Christmas 
 

Christmas Eve – 5pm* & 7pm 

Candlelight Worship 
(special instrumental music in the narthex following the first service and before the second) 

 

Christmas Day – 10am* 

Worship with Holy Communion 
 

New Year’s Eve – 5pm* 

Worship with Holy Communion 

 

T T T 
 

Epiphany season – Note the changes 

 

Sunday, January 4 – Epiphany (observed) 
8am & 10:30am* only (NO 5pm) 

 

Sunday, January 11 – Baptism of our Lord 
8am & 10:30am* only (NO 5pm)  

 

Sunday, January 18 
Regular worship schedule resumes (8am & 10:30am* AND 5pm) 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Do you receive our weekly announcements? 

Subscribe to FaithBtown News for weekly announcements and updates. 
 
  

More information and livestream archives can be found at: 

      
 

 

                                     www.FaithBtown.org         FaithBtown LCMS        FaithBtown LCMS  

* Service will also be livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube. 
Follow the bulletin available on our website. 
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