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EVERLASTING FATHER

During the season of Advent, we prepare to celebrate the birth of God’s Son, who was given
the name Jesus—a Hebrew name that means “God saves.” However, in addition to His earthly
name, Holy Scripture calls Jesus by various titles that describe something about His person or work.
We will examine the four titles given to Jesus in Isaiah 9:6—Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace—and will study how each of these titles describes
something about who Jesus is and what He did for our salvation.

Today we consider why Jesus is called “Father” even though He is the eternal Son of the Father.
Our Everlasting Father rules over creation and His people like a loving father and His kingdom is
eternal. What great love He has for us, and what comfort this gives us, especially as we face trials
and suffering in this world.
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HYMN — LSB 357 — O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vw. 1 & 6)
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Text and tune: Public domain

OPENING VERSICLES
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.

®

Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
make haste to help me, O Lord.

®

®

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us.



+ & - PSALMODY *} o} 1«

PSALM —Psalm 2; antiphon: v. 7
\The congregation sings all.

I will tell of | the decree:* O 1 — i
The LORD said to Me, “You are My Son; \'U = _[ o
today | have be- | gotten You. e

Why do the | nations rage*
and the peoples | plot in vain?

The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel to- | gether,*
against the LORD and against His anointed, | saying,

“Let us burst Their | bonds apart*
and cast away Their | cords from us.”

He who sits in the | heavens laughs;*
the Lord holds them in de- | rision.

Then He will speak to them | in His wrath,*
and terrify them in His fury, | saying,

“As for Me, I have | set My King*
on Zion, My | holy hill.”

I will tell of | the decree:*

The LORD said to Me, “You are My Son;
today | have be- | gotten You.

Ask of Me, and | will make the nations Your | heritage,*
and the ends of the earth Your pos- | session.

You shall break them with a | rod of iron*
and dash them in pieces like a potter’s | vessel.”

Now therefore, O | Kings, be wise;*
be warned, O rulers | of the earth.

Serve the | LORD with fear,*
and rejoice with | trembling.

Kiss the Son,

lest He be angry, and you perish in the way,

for His wrath is quickly | kindled.*

Blesséd are all who take ref- | uge in Him.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
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I will tell of | the decree:*
The LORD said to Me, “You are My Son;
today | have be- | gotten You.

SERIES HYMN — LSB 412 — The People That in Darkness Sat
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shades of death have been, In shades of death have been.
har - wvest trea-sures home, Their har - vest trea-sures home.
pow’r in earth and heav'n, All pow’r in earth and heav'n.

God by all a - dored, The God by all a - dored.

5 His righteous government and pow’r A\ 6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray,
Shall over all extend; And make us Thine alone,

On judgment and on justice based, Who with the Father ever art
His reign shall have no end, And Holy Spirit, one,
His reign shall have no end. And Holy Spirit, one.

Text and tune: Public domain



+ & -« READINGS I I

FIRST READING - Isaiah 9:1-2, 6-7
(P} A reading from Isaiah, the ninth chapter.

1But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time He brought into
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time He has made
glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.

2The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shined.

6For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;

and the government shall be upon His shoulder,
and His name shall be called

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

'Of the increase of His government and of peace
there will be no end,

on the throne of David and over His kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it

with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

(P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING - Colossians 1:15-20
(P] A reading from Colossians, the first chapter.

B[Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. *For by Him
all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through Him and for Him.
"And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. *¥And He is the head
of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything
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He might be preeminent. *°For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 2°and
through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making
peace by the blood of His cross.

(P} O Lord, have mercy on us.

(C]

Thanks be to God.

THIRD READING - John 14:1-11
(P} A reading from John, the fourteenth chapter.

[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in Me. 2In
My Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to
prepare a place for you? 3And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and
will take you to Myself, that where | am you may be also. “And you know the way to
where I am going.” SThomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going.
How can we know the way?” 8Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. ‘If you had known Me, you would
have known My Father also. From now on you do know Him and have seen Him.”

8Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” ®Jesus said to
him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know Me, Philip? Whoever has
seen Me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not
believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in Me? The words that | say to you | do
not speak on My own authority, but the Father who dwells in Me does His works.
11Believe Me that | am in the Father and the Father is in Me, or else believe on account
of the works themselves.

(P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORY FOR ADVENT

()

RPREBE

Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when | will raise up for David a righteous
Branch.

This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.

In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely.

This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.

This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.
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fes You Till in heav n we bless You
Text (sts. 2-3): © 2006 Concordla Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn Llcense no. 110001557
Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain

7 pm — CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON - Everlasting Father
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ANTIPHON
Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

MAGNIFICAT - LSB 934
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Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001557
Tune: Public domain

OFFERING
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“LORD, HAVE MERCY




+ -+ PRAYER I - -

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer-cy.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

COLLECTS
O Lord, hear my prayer.
And let my cry come to You.

(after each collect)
... one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICAMUS
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
The grace of our Lord ~I+ Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.



HYMN — LSB 352 — The Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord
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Christ, the sin - ner's help and friend.
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5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 6 Then when You will come again
That, set free from doubt and dread, As the glorious king to reign,
I may cling to You in faith, I with joy will see Your face,
Safely kept through life and death. Freely ransomed by Your grace.

Text and tune: Public domain

SILENT PRAYER/ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Advent & Christmas
2024

Wednesdays -December 18

Midweek Advent Fellowship & Worship:
12 Noon Worship - 12:30pm Meal
5:45pm Meal - 6:45pm Carols - 7pm* Worship

Christmas Eve - 5pm* & 7pm
Candlelight Worship

Christmas Day - 10am*
WOFShip with Holy Communion

New Year’s Eve — spm*
Worship with Holy Communion

* Service will also be livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube (FaithBtownLCMS)
Follow the bulletin available on our website.
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